STUDENT ACTIVITIES 


REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS of Junior and Senior Student Members 
have been suspended for the summer. The club room, however, is open for 
activities. Student members are engaging in such projects as cleaning bird 
skins, adding to the insect collection, and improving the structure of the 
terrarium cages. 

Field trips are held twice weekly: on Wednesday afternoons at 115 o'clock, 
and on Saturday mornings at 10:15 o'clock. Participants assemble on the steps 
of Simson African Hall at the appointed time; they should bring car fare. 
These field trips are conducted as an activity of the Museum Nature Hours, 
~ and are open to teen-agers, both members and non-members. 

Miss Alice Mulford, supervisor of student activities, announces that she 
soon expects equipment for wax work, plaster casting, and painting to be 
available for student club room projects. 
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August Announcement 


THE REGULAR AUGUST MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held in Room 214, Simson African Hall on Wednesday, August 1, 1945; 
at 3:00 p.m. The speaker will be Dr. Thomas H. Kearney, physiologist i in 
the U. $. Department of Agriculture, retired, who will take as his subject: 


GEOGRAPHIC RELATIONSHIPS OF THE FLORA OF ARIZONA 


For the past year, Dr. Kearney has been utilizing the research facilities of 
the Academy library, herbarium and botany department i in the preparation 
of a revision of his well-known book, “Flower ing Plants and Ferns of Arizona.” 

Dr. Kearney has been studying the flora ae Arizona for forty years, in 
connection with his work for the Mniced States Department of Agr iculture. 
During this period, he has spent several months of each year ‘travelling 
throughout that state to observe the flora and to collect specimens. 

The state of Arizona has an exceptionally interesting flora owing to its 
geographical position. Its range of altitude extends Fron nearly sea level to 
more than 12,000 feet. The resulting variety of ecological conditions affords 
suitable habitats for plants representing extremely different life forms. 

The relatively high elevation of the northern part of the state is favorable 
to plants of the Rocky Mountain and Great Basin areas. In the southern 
part, near the Mexican boundary, a great many tropical and subtropical 
species are found. The western third ae the state provides conditions similar 
to those of the Mojave and Colorado Deserts, and of northern and lower 
California; many lee peculiar to these regions reach their eastern limit 
in Arizona. 

Dr. Kearney will illustrate his lecture with lantern slides and by exhibiting 
some of the more striking specimens of the flora of Arizona. 

The public is cordially invited to attend. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting on July 19, 1945, approved the applications of Mr. George L. Bock, 
Mr. Byron R. Butler, Dr. William L. Corey, Mr. Raymond Greeby, Mr. 
Stephen Horn, Mr. William Steinberg, and Mr. Edwin R. Zion for Member- 
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ship, and of Mr. Robert Burr, Mr. Donald Dellepiane, Mr. Lee Hatfield, Mr. 
Thorston Henrich, Mr. David Mackin, Mr. Roger Mackin, Mr. Richard 
Pearce, Mr. John L. Russell, Mr. Curt Schulze, Mr. Peter L. Scott, and Mr. 
Howard Trapp for Student Membership in the California Academy of Sci- 
ences. If no objection to the election of these applicants be received at the 
office of the Academy within two weeks after July 28, they will be considered 
elected. 
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Acapemy Recerves Exoric Birps 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER Rocer C. WurrmMan, USNR, of New York, visited 
the California Academy of Sciences in June, 1944. A natural history en- 
thusiast, his hobby of collecting and of describing his observations has 
proved beneficial to the Department of Birds and Mammals. 

He has sent various specimens of birds to the Academy for identification 
from the Pacific theater, where he is on overseas duty. From Mog Mog Island, 
of the Caroline group, he sent a Starling (A plonis opaca). Collecting was not 
done merely on land, however. During voyages, birds would seek refuge on 
board ship during storms. One bird taken on the ship during a typhoon 
was a Little Mangrove Heron (Butorides striatus). Another, a Japanese Blue 
and White Flycatcher (Muscicapa cyanomelana), flew aboard when the 
vessel was forty miles off the mainland. A Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) 
landed on a gun mount and was captured when it fell asleep there. 

So that he could do some collecting on a beach in the Philippine Islands, 
Licutenant Commander Whitman joined a group of Marines who were 
going to make a practice landing. On board the landing craft he discovered 


s 
that the officer in charge was Lieutenant Putnam Livermore, son of President 


Norman B. Liver anote of the Academy’s Board of Trustees. 

Additional specimens presented to the Department of Birds and Mammals 
as a result of this and other trips are: a White-Eared Dove (Phapitreron 
leucotis), a Southern Drongo (Dicrurus striatus), and two Red-Breasted Sun- 
Birds (Cinnyris sperata). The sun-birds, similar in size and general appear- 
ance to humming-birds, are about three inches long, with a vermillion breast, 
iridescent purple throat, olive yellow abdomen, maroon red mantle, and 
iridescent green rump. The collector appropriately calls them “feathered 
jewels.” OF the eight birds, seven were not previously represented in the 
Academy's eallections 

In the photograph on page 1 of this News Lerrer, one of the sun-birds 
is being prepared before an interested audience. 

In nadition to collecting, Lieutenant Commander Whitman has made in- 
teresting observations, notably on hornbills. He also has sent shells, lizards 
and insects to the Academy, all of which have been gratefully received by 
the curators of the departments concerned, who hope the supply may 
continue. 
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